
Rod Birch

Ben Webb

Phil Longmire



2022 GIWA Pulse Forum
Rod Birch

Coorow, WA

CATALINA FARMS



Introduction

 Cropping only business

 Growing lupins 1982-2022 = 40yrs!!

 ~13,000ha

 Lupins 15%

 Canola 25%

 Wheat 60%

 Selective to soil type

 Following lupins in rotation, limesand/gypsum spread and 
deep rip



Pros of being a Lupin Grower
 Great break crop contributor

 Paddock disease break

 Different Chemicals/MOA

 Huge nitrogen supply

 50kgN/ha year 1, and residual year 2 and 
year 3

 Urea @ $1300t = $2.83/kgN

 So Lupin N = $141/ha equivalent

 On-farm storage/marketing strategy



Lupin Cons
 Pricing has been fairly static

 Geared to animal nutrition feed market – highly substitutional

 More sensitive to seasonal extremities

 Relative less generic gains in varietal development

 Mostly WA grown and developed

 Require:

 Market awareness/demand as food ingredient

 Genetic yield improvements

 Disease resistance

 Herbicide package

 Shattering

 Alkaloid
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• 11 June pre grazing
• 16 July after 20 DSE



PULSES ‐GROWING 
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PHIL, BINDY & TOM LONGMIRE
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PALOUSE MOUNTAINS, USA
SHIFT TO HIGHER VALUE LEGUMES
LENTILS (COMPETITION MIDWEST)
GARBANZO BEANS(CHICKPEAS)

UKRAINE



COORONG PASTORAL CO

• RAINFALL 425‐450MM
• PWCWB – PWCWCB –PWLWCB
• CIRCLE VALLEY LOAM
• RED/ GREY SODIC CLAYS
• CTF
• 100% CONTINUOUS CROP
• PEAS MOST CONSISTENT LEGUME
• LENTILS/ FABA BEANS SOIL SENSITIVE
• ON FARM TRIALS 



PRO’S AND CONS OF LEGUMES IN OUR SYSTEM

• INCREASE WHEAT YIELD AVERAGE
• LOWER RISK PROFILE‐ INPUTS 
• WUE INCREASED FOLLOWING LEGUME
• WEED MANAGEMENT
• ROTATION SUSTAINABILITY 

• CANOLA PRICE DOUBLE LEGUME PRICE 
COMPROMISES WHEAT AND FARM PROFIT

• INCREASED MACHINERY COSTS – HARVEST
• MARKET ACCESSABILTY – VOLUME AND BUYERS
• STORAGE
• SOIL SUITABILITY
• WATERLOGGING

POSITIVES

NEGATIVES



GOALS

$1000 /HA
• IMPROVED VARIETIES TO SUIT OUR ENVIRONMENT – R & D
• COMBATTING SOILBORNE DISEASES –IN FURROW TREATMENTS
• FUNGICIDE ACCESSABILITY IN AUSTRALIA – “ 2nd TIER INDUSTRY “
• CHICKPEA ADAPTATION TO SOUTH COAST – WINTER 

DEVELOPMENT, WATERLOGGING AND SOIL CONSTRAINTS
• FROST SUSCEPTIBILITY
• INCREASING PULSE INDUSTRY PRODUCTION

LENTILS

PEAS



• Pulse Association of the South East
• GIWA
• Mark Seymour
• Organisers and Speakers


