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RESEARCH GRANTS UP TO $150,000 AVAILABLE FOR 2025 

The Council of Grain Grower Organisations Limited (COGGO) is again offering grants of up 
to $150,000 over two years for innovative research and development projects commencing 
in 2026. 

COGGO will consider projects that target any part of the Western Australian grain supply 
chain and returns benefit to WA grain growers. 

This year the COGGO Board would especially welcome Expressions of Interest (EOI’s) that 
seek to improve the testing of starch quality of cereal grains (improving on the current falling 
number test).  Specifically, proposals that target either or both: 

• A test that is quick to perform at grain receival sites (substantially quicker than the 
current falling number test) 

• Alternative accurate measures/proxies to test for the desired quality characteristics 
for wheat and barley 

COGGO is open to co-funding a suitable project in conjunction with other organisations or 
investors interested in addressing these issues. 

Mr Chris Wilkins, COGGO Chairman, said “COGGO has a long history of providing catalytic 
funding for innovative R&D projects in WA that focus on addressing constraints and 
improving the profitability and sustainability of growers and the growth of the WA grains 
industry. The COGGO Research Fund has helped finance R&D projects to the value of over 
$6 million since 2013.” 

Funding for projects ranges from $20,000 to $75,000 per annum over a project life of one or 
two years, to a maximum of $150,000.   

In February this year, COGGO announced four projects that successfully received funding 
through the grant process and would be commencing this year. They are: 

• Sakura Mudiyanselage and Chengdao Li, Murdoch University: “Developing high 
nitrogen use efficiency barley lines” 

• Gaofeng Zhou, Murdoch University: “Screening early growth vigour germplasm to 
enhance the adaptive response to early drought in narrow-leaf lupin” 

• Michael Lamond, SLR Agriculture: “Emerging biological crop growth enhancers 
evaluated in an independent field based format” 

• Ben Whisson, ConsultAg: “Control of cockchafers” 
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Expression of Interest applications for prospective 2026 projects are available at 
www.giwa.org.au/industry-projects/coggo. For further enquiries please call (08) 6262 2128 
or email coggo@giwa.org.au. 

The closing date for initial EOI applications is Friday 4 July. Accepted EOIs will be invited to 
submit a full project proposal for projects ready to commence in 2026. 
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ABOUT COGGO 

The Council of Grain Grower Organisations Ltd (COGGO) is a public company limited by 
guarantee, with a mandate to invest in Research and Development for the benefit of grain 
growers in Western Australia.  

Grower members voluntarily contribute 0.5% of their net farm-gate value of production for 
investment in Research and Development through COGGO. 

This contribution has played a significant part in assisting the Western Australian grains 
industry to maintain its market competitiveness. 

The COGGO Research Fund is administered by the Grain Industry Association of Western 
Australia (GIWA) Inc.   

For more information, please visit http://www.coggo.net.au/. 
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Photos attached: 

   
Gaofeng Zhou, Murdoch University 

  
R – L:  Professor Chengdao Li-Director Western Crop Genetics Alliance Murdoch University and Dr Sakura Karunarathne-
Research Scientist Murdoch University 

 

 

Michael Lamond, SLR Agriculture marking out the field trial 
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Ben Whisson, Principal Consultant with Justine Tyson Agronomist ConsultAg Kulin 
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