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Faba bean breeding in Australia 1980-2025
• Established in the 1980s in SA – release of cv. ‘Fiord’

• MRZ/HRZ - higher yield potential, better disease and WL tolerance 

• Since mid-1990s two breeding nodes targeting two population environments: 

Northern Southern 



To deliver improved faba bean varieties that 
increase grower profitability, strengthen Australian 

export competitiveness, and support expansion into 
new production zones

New National Faba Bean Program



Faba bean program: Strategic goals

Modernise 

• State of the arts 
statistics

• Advanced MET 
analytics 

• Integration of HTP 
genomics/ phenomics 
technologies

Scale

• Strategic growth

• Population throughput

• Infrastructure 

• National trial distribution

• New production zones

Enhance

• Operational efficiencies

• Quality assessments

• Industry engagement

• Commercialisation 
pathway



Current faba bean varieties – southern region



Overall yield performance of Southern Region lines (NVT, 2021 – 2025) 

New faba bean varieties for 2027 – Southern Region

FBA Coorong (AF14092)

• Conventional type (Samira/ Amberley replacement)
• High yield potential 
• Early/Mid flowering, mid maturing
• Medium height
• Strong disease resistance
• M-L seed size

FBA Barmah (AF15283) 

• PBA Bendoc replacement - IMI
• E/M flowering, E/M maturing
• Medium height 
• M seed size 
• Improved resistance to CS and AB  

Adaptation map from PBA Amberley brochure – Jan 2023



Faba bean varieties from 2027 – Southern Region



Thank you
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