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Global barley market overview
Global barley markets are expected to remain reasonably well 
supplied over the next 18 months, supported by large export 
programs from Australia, Europe, Canada and Argentina. Demand 
remains underpinned by China’s continuing imports of both 
malt and feed barley and growth in livestock production across 
Southeast Asia. Premium MALT1 grade barley demand is expected 
to remain strongest in China, Japan and Southeast Asia; China 
remains the core market, while Latin America is emerging as 
an increasingly important diversification market. Feed barley 
demand will continue to be driven by poultry, pork and dairy 
industries across Asia. 
Market conditions remain favourable, but several risks warrant 
close attention. Elevated fuel, freight and fertiliser costs arising 
from ongoing geopolitical tensions are increasing supply-chain 
costs and compressing margins. China remains the dominant 
buyer of Australian barley, making continued market access 
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Key messages for the 2027–28 harvest 
•	 Maximus CL remains the preferred malt variety across WA. 
•	 Customer accreditation for Neo CL is expanding across key 

export markets. 
•	 Kwinana Port Zone remains WA’s primary producer of grain 

for malt and shochu production. 
•	 Albany Port Zone is a key supplier of export grain and, in 

some seasons, supports domestic processing.  

•	 China remains the primary export market for Australian 
MALT1, FAQ, and feed barley. 

•	 Latin America represents the largest growth opportunity for 
Australian malt and premium MALT1 barley. 

•	 Demand for malt barley varieties that can meet commercial 
malt specifications with reduced reliance on gibberellic acid 
is increasing, particularly in premium brewing markets.  

and tariff-free trade critically important. In addition, currency 
movements will strongly influence Australia’s competitiveness 
relative to Black Sea, European, Canadian and Argentine 
exporters. While Latin America provides useful market 
diversification, Australia’s freight disadvantage compared with 
South American suppliers is likely to limit market share growth. 
Despite these challenges, WA remains well positioned due to its 
reputation for quality, reliable supply, food-safety credentials and 
a significant freight advantage into North and Southeast Asian 
markets. 
Across China, Southeast Asia and Latin America, buyer 
requirements are increasingly shifting beyond simple grain quality 
toward demonstrated food safety, traceability and supply-chain 
assurance, areas in which Australia maintains a competitive 
advantage. 

www.giwa.org.au
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Summary (cont’d)

China 
Demand is structurally improving, although growth remains 
concentrated within premium brewing and malting segments. 
Industry reports suggest many Chinese brewers are increasing malt 
inclusion rates in mainstream beer formulations as part of broader 
premiumisation trends. If fully implemented, this could increase annual 
MALT1 barley demand by around 1 million tonnes while reducing 
reliance on Fair-Average-Quality (FAQ) barley. 
Australian malt barley holds significant competitive advantages over 
Canadian-origin malt barley in freight, tariff treatment (tariff-free versus 
a 3% tariff on Canadian origin), landed cost, grain specification, and 
established supply chains. However, Chinese maltsters continue to 
blend Australian and Canadian barley because Canadian varieties 
often provide malt functionality that complements Australian grain. 
Improving the malting performance and processing flexibility of 
Australian varieties represents one of the largest opportunities to 
expand Australia’s share of premium malt barley demand. Chinese 
maltsters have told Grains Australia they want two to three malt 
varieties available from Australia rather than reliance on one, so variety 
diversification is itself a growth lever. 
Growth in China’s premium beer segment, combined with Australia’s 
tariff-free access and freight advantage over Canada and Europe, 
continues to support malt barley demand. Although malt barley 
represents a relatively small, quality-sensitive segment compared with 
feed barley, China’s focus on self-sufficiency in wheat, corn, soybeans 
and rice means import demand for barley remains structurally strong. 
Most of the post-2023 recovery in Australian barley exports has been 
feed grade. In contrast, growth in malt barley exports is constrained 
by the lengthy accreditation processes required by Chinese maltsters 
and brewers. Because variety qualification cycles are slow and require 
significant industry investment, commercial adoption of new malt 
varieties can take many years, reinforcing the value of established, 
widely accepted malt barley varieties. 
Growing Chinese export malt capacity is a competitive threat to 
Australian malt exports, as processors leverage lower labour and energy 
costs to value-add imported FAQ barley for re-export into Southeast 
Asia. Australian malt exporters face margin pressure, creating a need 
to differentiate through premium quality, traceability, sustainability 
credentials and customer relations.  
Political risk remains an ongoing consideration despite the current 
stability in bilateral trade arrangements. China’s 2020–23 tariffs are 
a recent memory, and any deterioration in the bilateral relationship 
remains a tail risk. Any prolonged Chinese economic slowdown could 
moderate premium beer growth, although overall beer production and 
malt demand are expected to remain relatively stable.  
China is introducing increasingly stringent traceability and phytosanitary 
requirements, placing greater emphasis on supplier reliability and 
quality assurance. While competitors such as Denmark have expanded 
market access after signing a phytosanitary agreement with China 
in 2025, Australian barley remains well positioned due to its strong 
reputation for quality, consistency, and supply-chain integrity. Chinese 
maltsters continue to prioritise protein consistency, germination 
performance, food safety and broader varietal choice, reinforcing 
demand for high-quality Australian MALT1 barley.   

Southeast Asia and Japan  
Across the broader Asian region, demand for malt barley remains steady 
and is expected to grow gradually. Japan and South Korea are mature 
brewing markets, while Southeast Asia (predominantly Vietnam and 
Thailand) continues to offer modest growth through rising incomes, 
urbanisation, premiumisation and expanding beer consumption.  
WA benefits from a freight advantage into many Asian destinations and 
has a strong reputation for quality and consistency. However, competition 
from France and Canada remains significant in premium malt markets. 
Southeast Asian and Japanese markets are generally less volatile than 
China but offer a more moderate premiumisation opportunity. 
Demand for varieties that can meet commercial malt specifications 
without routine use of gibberellic acid processing aids continues to 
increase. Premium brewing customers in Japan and Southeast Asia are 
driving interest in varieties that deliver greater process consistency, 
sustainability outcomes, and intrinsic varietal malting performance. This 
market trend may create future opportunities for Australian breeding 
programs and the WA barley industry to develop and promote varieties 
with superior intrinsic malting performance. The current supply of 
varieties preferred by maltsters seeking gibberellic acid-free processing 
opportunities remains limited relative to market demand. 
Expanding livestock industries, reduced antibiotic-use livestock systems 
(favouring barley’s fibre characteristics) and an increasing focus on feed 
efficiency and consistency also make Asia a strong growth opportunity 
for feed barley.   

Latin America 
Latin America is the standout growth story for Australian malt over the 
past four years and the market warranting the closest attention over the 
next 18 months. It presents the most significant new growth opportunity 
for Australian malt barley and malt outside China. 
Mexico is the anchor market, importing around 440,000 tonnes of malt 
barley annually, with Australia supplying approximately 60–80% of 
demand over the past two years. Australian malt has been competing 
against Mexico’s domestic production and closer freight from US, 
Canadian, and Argentinian malt. Peru, Ecuador and Chile are smaller but 
real outlets. 
Global brewers (Heineken, AB InBev-linked maltsters, etc.) are 
increasingly accrediting Australian varieties across their Latin America, 
African, and Asian operations, lowering the barrier to future sales. 
Industry figures describe the Latin America malt spread as now wide 
enough to support the malt-vs-feed price premium in Australia. Without 
sales to Latin America, the price offered for malt barley would barely earn 
more than feed barley.  
Freight costs and intense competition from Argentina and Uruguay, which 
dominate regional barley and malt production, constrain opportunities 
for WA exporters. Currency and shipping-cost volatility (the Middle East 
conflict has already lifted global fuel and freight costs) are eroding 
our delivered-price advantage. Conversely, Latin American buyers 
increasingly view Australia as a premium, reliable and strategically 
important alternative supply source that can diversify procurement risk 
away from traditional South American origins.  
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Brazil and Colombia represent massive opportunities. Colombia currently 
imposes a 15% tariff on Australian barley, and Brazil offers no market 
access. Grains Australia estimates that if Australia secured Colombian 
and Brazilian access while holding Mexico, Ecuador and Peru, the 
addressable Latin America malt-only market would be roughly 1.5 million 
tonnes: a step-change versus current volumes. Government and industry 
continue to pursue improved market access, although the timing and 
outcome remain uncertain. Successful market-access outcomes would 
increase demand for accredited malt varieties, improve the case for 
future segregations and create additional pathways for growers to 
capture malt premiums.  

Market challenges
Increasingly, Australia’s competitive challenge is not production 
volume but differentiation. Global maltsters continue to seek barley 
varieties that deliver specific malt functionality, processing efficiency, 
and brewing performance. Maintaining access to premium markets 
will require ongoing investment in varieties that combine agronomic 
performance with superior malting quality characteristics. 
Latin America offers the strongest growth opportunity but remains 
limited by tariffs and market-access barriers in Brazil and Colombia. 
In contrast, China’s malt market remains small relative to its feed 
barley trade. Elevated freight and input costs, combined with thin malt 
premiums that encourage growers to deliver barley as feed, mean the 
near-term challenge is as much about securing reliable premium-grade 
supply as it is about developing new markets. 
After China removed its barley tariffs in 2023, Australian barley exports 
rapidly shifted back to China, increasing market concentration. While 
China provides strong demand, diversification into Southeast Asia, Latin 
America and even Africa remains important to reduce exposure to future 
trade or geopolitical disruptions. 
Sustainability credentials are becoming increasingly important in 
international malt markets. Major maltsters and brewers are investing 
in programs that quantify and reduce the carbon footprint of grain 

production, creating future opportunities for Australian growers who 
can demonstrate strong environmental stewardship and supply-chain 
assurance.  

Variety constraints and opportunities 
In 2026, WA growers will deliver thirty-eight barley varieties, but only 
fourteen were planted on more than 10,000 ha. Of those, six exceeded 
10,000 ha in at least two port zones, three in three zones, and one variety, 
Maximus CL, achieved large-scale adoption across all four port zones.  
Maximus CL dominates barley plantings, accounting for almost two-
thirds of the state’s barley area in 2026 and becoming the largest 
segregation within the CBH network at the 2025–26 harvest. Neo CL 
is the second most widely grown variety in 2026, representing just 
over one in every six hectares planted to barley and achieving strong 
adoption in the Kwinana and Albany Port Zones.  
Maintaining more than one commercially relevant malt variety is 
increasingly important because brewers and maltsters are seeking 
different malt functionality profiles for different brewing applications. 
While Maximus CL remains the benchmark variety for established export 
and shochu markets, Neo CL broadens Australia’s offering and supports 
customer requests for greater varietal diversity, processing flexibility and 
access to brewing segments where alternative malt functionality may be 
valued. 
For the 2026–27 harvest, Cyclops and Laperouse were added to the list 
of varieties for which segregations could be offered. However, limited 
domestic malting demand and a lack of export market pull from either 
WA or eastern Australia mean segregations are not expected for the 
2027–28 harvest. 
Similarly, declining RGT Planet production has reduced volumes below 
the threshold required to justify segregation within the bulk handling 
system. While niche procurement pathways, including on-farm storage 
and smaller bulk handling facilities may continue to support domestic 
demand for RGT Planet, the CBH network will not offer segregation for 
the 2027–28 harvest. 

Table 1. Western Australian malt barley variety segregation recommendations by port zone for the 2027–28 harvest
YES Recommended variety for this production zone. Segregations will be preferentially allocated to this variety.
Limited Limited segregation is likely due to low production hectares, limited market demand, a new variety undergoing market development,  

or phasing out an old variety.
Niche Available only if a marketer or grain accumulator has sufficient tonnage to supply a customer. Requires negotiation with the bulk handler  

(e.g., CBH) or on-farm storage and coordination with marketers. Growers should consult their preferred marketer to determine availability.
NO Variety has been phased out, or marketers are not looking to accumulate this variety in this production zone.

Port Zone Geraldton
Kwinana Albany

Esperance CommentNorth 
(Midlands) South North 

(East) North South

Malting varieties

Maximus CL A NO YES YES YES YES YES YES
The leading variety across all port zones, preferred by 
grain and malt markets because of its consistent quality 
and broad end-user acceptance.

Neo CL  A NO NO Limited NO YES YES YES
Grower adoption continues to increase.  Combines 
strong agronomic performance with growing customer 
acceptance and helps diversify WA’s malt barley supply 
beyond a single dominant variety. 
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The WA barley industry supports a long-term strategy of segregating 
up to two malt barley varieties per port zone, and occasionally three, 
while limiting segregations for minor, emerging or niche varieties. 
This approach improves supply-chain efficiency by reducing storage 
and handling costs, simplifying receival and segregation planning, 
and concentrating grain into commercially meaningful parcels that 
attract stronger trader and end-user demand.  

At the same time, maintaining a portfolio of malt varieties with 
differing agronomic and malting characteristics remains important. 
Variety diversity provides growers with options to manage seasonal 
and agronomic risk, while enabling maltsters and brewers to source 
grain that meets specific processing and customer requirements.

The fewer varieties segregated, the larger and more efficient 
individual segregations become, reducing storage and handling 
costs and improving supply-chain efficiency. Conversely, more 
segregated varieties can increase market diversification and 
provide access to niche opportunities, but may result in smaller 
grain parcels, higher logistics costs, and reduced trader and end-
user interest. Achieving the right balance between segregation 
efficiency and varietal diversity is therefore critical to maintaining 
the competitiveness and profitability of the WA malt barley industry. 
In practice, this means only varieties with sufficient production 
volume, demonstrated market demand and a clear commercial 

September 2026

Why rationalise malt varieties
advantage are likely to justify dedicated segregations within 
the bulk handling system. 

Market access considerations also influence varietal and 
segregation decisions. Chemical residues can restrict access to 
some export destinations, as international residue tolerances 
do not always align with Australian standards. For example, 
some European buyers currently do not accept barley 
containing imazapyr residues or detectable levels of diquat. 
Should these markets become more important destinations for 
Australian barley, additional segregation and quality-assurance 
protocols may be required to preserve market access. 

The Grain Industry Association of Western Australia (GIWA) 
developed these recommendations through its Barley Council, 
in consultation with stakeholders across the WA barley supply 
chain. They are intended to guide grower and adviser decision-
making for the 2027 season and will be reviewed in autumn 
2027. Industry will be informed of any changes in market 
requirements to help growers adjust planting decisions in 
response to any update. Recommendations may differ from 
those adopted in eastern Australia, reflecting WA’s greater 
reliance on export markets and the specific requirements of 
international customers. 
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Seven barley varieties, AGT-Bunyip IA, AGT-Spirit, RGT Atlantis, Rocket 
CL, Soldier CL, Spinnaker, and Titan AX, currently in Stage Two of 
the Grains Australia Malt Accreditation Program, are not included in 
the 2027–28 variety receival recommendation plan. The document 
provides segregation advice only for malt-accredited, market-supported 
varieties (Maximus CL, Neo CL), not for those undergoing accreditation. 
It does, however, include agronomic-only recommendations in the port 
zone section for commercially available, pre-accreditation varieties. 
Decisions regarding the malt accreditation of AGT-Spirit, AGT-Bunyip IA, 
and Titan AX are expected by March 2027. Decisions on RGT Atlantis, 
Rocket CL, Soldier CL, and Spinnaker are expected by March 2028. 
For more details, growers and consultants can refer to the “Varieties 
Undergoing Malting and Brewing Accreditation” section on the Grains 
Australia website (grainsaustralia.com.au).
Malt accreditation does not guarantee segregation opportunities, 
price premiums, end-user demand or suitability across all growing 
environments. While GIWA provides recommendations on preferred 
malt varieties, segregation decisions remain the responsibility of bulk 
handlers and are influenced by production volume, market demand and 
logistical considerations. Growers are encouraged to provide area-sown 
information and participate in pre-harvest planning meetings to support 
effective segregation decisions. 

Barley rationalisation process
Maintaining varietal purity is critical to preserving Australia’s 
reputation for malt quality. Co-binning segregated malt varieties 
is not supported, even where varieties have similar agronomic 
characteristics, and intentional contamination of segregations 
is prohibited. Growers are responsible for accurately declaring 
the variety delivered to ensure grain is correctly classified and 
marketed, maintaining the integrity of segregations and supporting 
compliance with grain receival, plant breeder rights and end-market 
requirements. Take care when binning visually similar varieties 
such as AGT-Bunyip IA, Maximus CL and Spartacus CL. To assist 
with varietal verification, machine-learning-based identification 
technologies are being progressively introduced at receival sites. 
For maximum market flexibility, growers should target grain protein 
concentrations of 10.3–10.8% for domestic malt markets and 
10.5–11.0% for export malt markets, despite the broader receival 
range of 9.5–12.8%. Grain should also achieve greater than 80% 
retention above a 2.5 mm sieve, hectolitre weight above 64 kg/hL, 
ryegrass ergot below 3 cm, zero whole snails, and avoid glyphosate 
use near harvest as a desiccant. 

grainsaustralia.com.au
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The release and adoption of new malt barley varieties continue to 
outpace the retirement of older varieties. While new varieties often 
deliver agronomic and productivity gains, rapid varietal turnover can 
create challenges for maltsters, brewers and exporters, who typically 
favour long-term supply continuity and familiarity to optimise malting 
and brewing performance.  
To address these competing demands, the GIWA Barley Variety 
Rationalisation Plan seeks to balance grower access to improved malt 
barley varieties with customer requirements for large, consistent parcels 
of grain supplied over a minimum five-year period. This approach 
supports both varietal innovation and market stability. 
Each malt barley variety possesses unique malting and brewing 
characteristics. Purchasing decisions are influenced by a combination 
of factors, including variety availability, familiarity, supply consistency, 
price, beer style requirements, and the type and inclusion rate of 
brewing adjuncts. 
This document outlines proposed segregation opportunities by port 
zone (Table 1), market demand across industry sectors (Table 2), and 
variety-specific commentary to support grower decision-making for the 
2027 season.   
When selecting malt barley varieties, growers should consider: 
•	 Market demand and pricing signals.
•	 Segregation availability by location.
•	 Agronomic suitability and management requirements.
•	 Risk associated with achieving malt-grade specifications.

Table 2. Market acceptance and trends in market demand of accredited malt barley varieties grown in  
Western Australia for the 2027–28 harvest
PREFERRED Variety selection is a key driver for buyer preference. A PREFERRED variety is significantly more 

likely to attract a higher malt premium compared to an ACCEPTABLE variety.
ACCEPTABLE An ACCEPTABLE variety is typically purchased as an alternative when a PREFERRED variety is 

unavailable.
Being assessed This variety is currently undergoing development in both domestic and international markets.  

However, this process does not guarantee future market demand or premium pricing opportunities.
No demand There is currently no buyer demand for this variety within this market segment. As a result, it is unlikely 

to attract a malt premium or be accepted into existing segregation plans.

Market type 
(market size)

Export as grain 
(> 500,000 t)

Export as malt 
(300,000 t)

Shochu 
(160,000 t)

Maximus CL  A PREFERRED
(stable)

PREFERRED
(stable)

PREFERRED
(stable)

Neo CL A ACCEPTABLE
(increasing)

ACCEPTABLE
(increasing) No demand

Note on Market size: The volumes shown in brackets represent potential market size from WA. These figures can vary significantly from year to 
year and are intended to illustrate relative differences in market demand. Interpret them as indicative rather than predictive; they may influence 
demand for specific varieties and vary by port zone. 

Varieties classified as PREFERRED are more likely to attract price 
premiums and receive stronger market support than those classified 
as ACCEPTABLE. However, these recommendations are indicative only, 
and final segregation arrangements for the 2027–28 harvest may 
differ depending on production levels, market demand and commercial 
requirements. 
Growers are encouraged to maintain regular communication with bulk 
handlers, traders and end users to ensure variety choices align with 
available segregations and emerging market opportunities. 

Variety specific recommendations
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Variety specific recommendations (cont’d)

Accredited malt varieties
Growers should prioritise Maximus CL where targeting established 
malt markets, expand Neo CL where segregations are available, 
maintain varietal purity and MALT1 quality standards, monitor 
emerging opportunities such as Latin America market development 
and GA-free malting, and engage with marketers and bulk handlers 
before planting to ensure variety selection aligns with market 
demand. The malt barley recommendations for the 2027 season are 
as follows: 

Maximus CL A
•	 Maximus CL is preferred for export as both grain and malt and for 

shochu production in Japan. 
•	 The Grains Australia Malt Performance Summary for Maximus 

CL is available here: grainsaustralia.com.au/master-lists/
malting-variety-list#barley-master-list/malt-performance-
summaries/. It presents early commercial malt data. It serves as 
a reference for industry stakeholders and highlights Maximus CL’s 
anticipated quality traits. 

•	 Grains Australia has identified Maximus CL as a high-
fermentability malting barley variety characterised by high malt 
extract, very high diastatic power and elevated free amino 
nitrogen, providing brewers with considerable enzymatic capacity 
when using adjuncts or producing highly attenuated beers. 

•	 To ensure adequate modification during malting, gibberellic acid 
supplementation is regularly required. 

•	 Target production zones in 2027 include Kwinana, Albany and 
Esperance, where Maximus CL remains the benchmark malt 
barley variety due to its broad customer acceptance, segregation 
availability and established export demand.  

Neo CL A
•	 Neo CL suits multiple export opportunities, including grain and 

malt, but is not suitable for shochu production in Japan. 
•	 Neo CL provides an important second malt option for WA due to 

its strong agronomic adaptation in southern production regions, 
increasing customer accreditation, and potential suitability for 
selected maltsters seeking alternatives to Maximus CL. 

•	 The Grains Australia Malt Performance Summary for Neo CL 
is available here: grainsaustralia.com.au/master-lists/
malting-variety-list#barley-master-list/malt-performance-
summaries/. It presents early commercial malt data. It serves 
as a reference for industry stakeholders and highlights Neo CL’s 
anticipated quality traits. 

•	 Grains Australia has identified Neo CL as a high-fermentability 
malting barley variety that can produce malt suitable for modern 
brewing applications requiring efficient fermentation and high 
attenuation. 

•	 To ensure adequate modification during malting, gibberellic acid 
supplementation is likely required. 

•	 Heineken has recognised Neo CL by including it in its “Yellow” 
variety list in its A-specification malt requirements, indicating 
potential suitability for some of its brewing specifications. 

•	 Grower adoption continues to increase across southern WA, 
particularly in Albany and Esperance, where Neo CL offers an 
alternative malt pathway alongside Maximus CL. 

•	 Target production zones in 2027 include the Albany and 
Esperance Port Zones, with limited segregation in the  
Kwinana-South area. 

grainsaustralia.com.au/master-lists/malting-variety-list#barley-master-list/malt-performance-summaries/
grainsaustralia.com.au/master-lists/malting-variety-list#barley-master-list/malt-performance-summaries/
grainsaustralia.com.au/master-lists/malting-variety-list#barley-master-list/malt-performance-summaries/
grainsaustralia.com.au/master-lists/malting-variety-list#barley-master-list/malt-performance-summaries/
grainsaustralia.com.au/master-lists/malting-variety-list#barley-master-list/malt-performance-summaries/
grainsaustralia.com.au/master-lists/malting-variety-list#barley-master-list/malt-performance-summaries/
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Varieties undergoing malting and brewing 
accreditation
The Grains Australia Barley Council is responsible for the Malting 
Barley Accreditation Framework. The Malting and Brewing 
Industry Barley Technical Committee (MBIBTC), an independent 
Grains Australia Barley Council subcommittee, evaluates barley 
submissions. Varieties accredited as malt barley follow established 
evaluation and testing procedures associated with the MBIBTC, 
Pilot Malting Australia (PMA) and Pilot Brewing Australia (PBA). You 
can find the outcomes for varieties under malt accreditation at this 
link: grainsaustralia.com.au/classification/barley. Not all the 
varieties listed are expected to have an agronomic or market fit  
in WA. 
Varieties in Stage One (target accreditation date is March 2029) 
include: 
•	 IGB24053T (tested as IGB24053T, breeder – InterGrain). 

Varieties in Stage One (target accreditation date is March 2028) 
include: 
•	 AGT-Reaper CL (tested as AGTB0836, breeder – AGT), and
•	 Gretchen (tested as AGFBA021022, breeder – Bruen Seed, 

licensee – AGF Seeds). 

Varieties in Stage Two (target accreditation date is March 2028) 
include:
•	 RGT Atlantis (tested as RP22054 (P-52), breeder – RAGT),  
•	 Rocket CL (tested as IGB22023T, breeder – InterGrain),  
•	 Soldier CL (tested as IGB22117T, breeder – InterGrain), and  
•	 Spinnaker (tested as SCA21-Y003, breeder – SECOBRA 

Recherches). 

Varieties in Stage Two (target accreditation date is March 2027) 
include:
•	 AGT-Spirit (tested as AGTB0318, breeder – AGT), 
•	 AGT-Bunyip IA (tested as AGTB0530T, breeder – AGT), and    
•	 Titan AX (tested as AGTB0325, breeder – AGT).  

Titan AX is currently grown commercially in WA and provides 
tolerance to Aggressor® herbicide through the CoAXium® 
production system, enabling in-crop control of wild oats, brome 
grass, and barley grass without the residual carry-over of the 
imidazolinone group of herbicides. 
AGT-Bunyip IA, released to growers in 2026, provides growers with 
a dual herbicide-tolerant variety. Growers can plant AGT-Bunyip IA 
after an imidazolinone-herbicide-treated crop to reduce the risk of 
residual carry-over. Growers may then use Aggressor® in-crop to 
control susceptible grass weeds. Alternatively, growers may use 
both herbicides in-crop for extra weed control. 
Soldier CL, released to growers in 2026, is targeted at high rainfall 
environments (and irrigated environments on the east coast) 
where lodging, head retention and resistance to scald, net form 
of net blotch and powdery mildew are important. It is also an 
imidazolinone-tolerant (Clearfield®) barley. 

RGT Atlantis, released to growers in 2025, has been developed 
for environments prone to waterlogging and has an enhanced 
ability to form aerenchyma in root tissue. These air-filled 
channels (aerenchyma) improve oxygen movement to roots under 
waterlogged conditions, helping maintain root growth and function. 
In contrast, Rocket CL and Spinnaker are not yet in commercial 
production. AGT-Spirit is not currently being commercialised in  
WA for conventional malt markets due to limited market fit. Instead, 
it is positioned for whisky distilling markets, where its novel  
non-glycosidic nitrile trait may offer quality and processing 
advantages compared with conventional malt barley varieties. 
Entry into the Grains Australia Malt Accreditation Program does 
not guarantee malt accreditation, segregation opportunities, 
international customer acceptance, or price premiums. Growers 
should therefore exercise caution when adopting varieties under 
accreditation and avoid sowing large areas unless there is a clear 
agronomic or yield advantage. 
Growers are encouraged to consult breeders and seed licensees 
regarding agronomic performance, seed availability and market fit. 
Unless a new variety provides a compelling improvement in both 
agronomic and malting performance, trade support and market 
development are likely to remain limited. Any variety not included in 
recommended segregations or contracted into a niche market will 
typically be delivered and marketed as feed barley. 

Variety specific recommendations (cont’d)

grainsaustralia.com.au/classification/barley
barleyaustralia.com.au

barleyaustralia.com.au

barleyaustralia.com.au



9    Western Australian Malt Barley Variety Receival Recommendations for the 2027–28 Harvest

GIWA BARLEY COUNCIL

September 2026

Across WA, herbicide-tolerant barley production systems continue 
to dominate varietal selection. Maximus CL remains the benchmark 
variety, while Neo CL is emerging as an important variety. Growing 
adoption of CoAXium® technology is expanding weed management 
options for growers. As disease risk becomes an increasingly 
important consideration in many production regions, growers are 
prioritising or seeking varieties that combine high yield potential with 
robust disease resistance and herbicide tolerance. Across the major 
barley-growing regions, Neo CL and Granite CL were among the 
strongest growth varieties in 2026, while Maximus CL and Spartacus 
CL recorded some of the largest declines in planted areas. 

Geraldton Port Zone
Market opportunity – export grain.
Target varieties – no malt segregations are targeted for this port zone.

Detail
Grain delivered in the Geraldton Port Zone is exported as grain. 
Median barley ha (GIWA July estimates 2017–26) – 95,000 ha or 6% 
of the state’s barley ha. 
In 2026, barley production was concentrated in five major varieties: 
Maximus CL, Litmus, Neo CL, Combat, and Titan AX, which together 
accounted for 76% of the total barley area. Maximus CL remained 
the dominant variety, being planted on just over two in every five 
hectares.  
Imidazolinone-tolerant varieties, including Maximus CL, Neo CL, 
Spartacus CL, Scope CL, Bigfoot CL, Kirwan CL, Commodus CL, and 
Granite CL, accounted for 63% of the barley area, a slight drop from 
2025 but still highlighting the ongoing importance of this herbicide-
tolerance trait in local farming systems. The CoAXium® varieties 
Titan AX and PegasusAX occupied just under 9% of the barley area, 
a significant increase from 2025 and evidence of growing adoption 
of this technology within the port zone. Acid-tolerant varieties, 
principally Litmus and Buff, represent 14% of plantings. Combat, Neo 
CL, PegasusAX, and Titan AX plantings recorded the strongest gains 
in 2026, while Maximus CL experienced the largest decline. 
Given the relatively small production base within the port zone, 
the barley industry has determined that a dedicated malt barley 
segregation is not commercially justified for the 2027–28 harvest. 
Growers seeking malt premiums should discuss marketing options 
before sowing, as no dedicated malt segregation is recommended 
for the Geraldton Port Zone in 2027–28. Options could involve supply 
arrangements with domestic maltsters or delivering grain meeting 
MALT1 specifications to up-country receival sites within the Kwinana 
North (Midlands) Port Zone. Although Maximus CL is malt accredited 
and produced at sufficient scale, the broader malt barley varietal mix 
remains too small and fragmented to justify a dedicated Geraldton 
malt segregation. 

Looking ahead, Maximus CL is expected to remain the leading barley 
variety in Geraldton with increasing competition from newer varieties 
and the continued phase-out of Spartacus CL. Neo CL is likely to 
continue increasing in adoption, particularly where earlier sowing 
opportunities exist, progressively replacing the role previously filled 
by Scope CL in many farming systems due to its strong adaptation, 
yield potential and suitability to modern production systems. 
Despite increasing varietal diversity, herbicide-tolerant production 
systems are expected to remain central to barley production in 
Geraldton, reflecting the ongoing importance of flexible grass 
weed management strategies. Continued growth in the adoption of 
Aggressor®-tolerant varieties (PegasusAX and Titan AX) is expected, 
reflecting increased interest in alternative herbicide-tolerance 
systems for grass weed management. This trend may create 
opportunities for the dual herbicide-tolerant variety AGT-Bunyip IA, 
particularly where growers want greater rotational flexibility and 
diversified weed-control options. 
The recently released Kirwan CL, which combines imidazolinone 
tolerance with improved adaptation to acidic soils, is expected 
to increase its market share on acid sands gradually. However, 
established acid-tolerant varieties such as Litmus and Buff are 
expected to remain important components of farming systems 
across these environments in the near term, reflecting their proven 
performance and grower familiarity. 

Port zone recommendations
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Port zone recommendations (cont’d)

Kwinana Port Zone 
Market opportunity – export grain, malt and shochu.
Target varieties – Maximus CL, with limited segregations for Neo CL 
in Kwinana-South.   

Detail
The Kwinana Port Zone is the centre of WA’s value-added barley 
supply chain and remains the state’s most important premium barley-
producing region. Grain delivered into this zone is predominantly 
processed through Perth-based maltsters for export as malt or 
exported directly as grain for shochu production (a distilled spirit 
made from malt barley) in Japan. A relatively small proportion is 
exported as grain to destinations in Africa, Southeast Asia and Latin 
America. This proximity to domestic processing infrastructure and 
specialised export pathways provides growers with access to the 
broadest range of market opportunities available in WA. 
Median barley ha (GIWA July estimates 2017–26) – 575,000 ha or 
36% of the state’s barley ha. 
In 2026, the varietal landscape was highly concentrated, with 
Maximus CL, Neo CL, Commodus CL, Titan AX and Combat 
accounting for 90% of total barley hectares. Maximus CL remained 
overwhelmingly dominant, representing almost 70% of the barley 
area and being planted on approximately five times as much area as 
Neo CL. Neo CL was the major growth variety in 2026, while Buff, 
Commodus CL, and Rosalind continued their decline in planted areas. 
Imidazolinone-tolerant varieties, including Maximus CL, Neo CL, 
Commodus CL, and Spartacus CL, accounted for 87% of the barley 
area, confirming the continued importance of Clearfield® production 
systems within the zone. Aggressor®-tolerant varieties (PegasusAX 
and Titan AX) occupied just under 4% of plantings, while acid-
tolerant varieties (Buff and Litmus) represented approximately 3%  
of the total area. 
Looking towards 2027, Maximus CL is expected to remain the 
dominant variety because of its strong yield performance, broad 
adaptation, established market acceptance, and the availability 
of MALT1 delivery pathways. However, its market share is likely to 
decline slightly as alternative varieties gain momentum. 
Neo CL is forecast to continue slowly increasing in popularity due 
 to its strong adaptation, high grain yield potential, suitability for 
earlier sowing opportunities and ability to maintain productivity 
at lower nitrogen inputs. Across 19 DPIRD-funded research trials 
(2022–25), Neo CL achieved 95% of maximum grain yield at  
61 kg N/ha compared with 94 kg N/ha for Maximus CL. 
Despite increasing varietal diversity, herbicide-tolerant production 
systems are expected to remain the foundation of barley production 
within the zone, underpinning both crop rotation flexibility and grass 
weed management. The anticipated varietal mix includes Beast, Buff, 
Bigfoot CL, Combat, Commodus CL, Granite CL, Kirwan CL, Litmus, 
PegasusAX and Titan AX. It is unlikely that any one of those varieties 
will capture more than 5% of the barley planted area in this port zone.  
Continued growth in CoAXium® production systems may also create 
opportunities for AGT-Bunyip IA, which combines tolerance to both 
imidazolinone and Aggressor® AX herbicides and offers greater 
rotational flexibility for weed management. 

Based on statewide WA NVT results from 2025, AGT-Reaper CL has 
demonstrated encouraging yield performance relative to Maximus 
CL in environments yielding more than 3.5 t/ha and may provide 
an alternative Clearfield® option where additional yield potential is 
sought. Commercial adoption will ultimately depend on performance 
consistency, grower experience and market acceptance.  

Higher rainfall areas (> 350 mm annual rainfall)
The Kwinana-North (Midlands) and Kwinana-South regions 
provide growers with the widest range of malt barley segregation 
opportunities in WA due to their proximity to Perth’s malt-processing 
facilities. While this offers significant marketing flexibility, aligning 
segregations with commercial production volumes remains 
an ongoing challenge. Maltsters and grain buyers continue to 
encourage growers to prioritise varieties with strong market demand 
to maximise segregation efficiency and industry value. 
Although malt premiums remain relatively modest, Maximus CL and 
Neo CL are expected to remain the principal malt varieties grown in 
these higher-rainfall environments. Together, these varieties provide 
the production scale necessary to support efficient malt segregation 
programs and align with current domestic and export market 
demand. Without a generic segregation for RGT Planet, any future 
production is likely to be accumulated through niche marketing 
arrangements involving bulk handlers, grain traders, or dedicated 
on-farm storage programs.  

Lower rainfall areas (< 350 mm annual rainfall)
In the Kwinana-North (East) region, Maximus CL will remain the 
dominant variety because it is the principal MALT1 delivery option 
and aligns strongly with existing market requirements. However, in 
environments yielding less than 3 t/ha and where Clearfield® tolerance 
is not essential, Beast is a competitive feed-barley alternative because 
of its reliable yield performance and suitability for lower-input 
production systems. Combat is also an alternative where yield is the 
target.  
On non-acidic sandy soils, Commodus CL continues to offer 
advantages over Maximus CL through improved establishment 
flexibility, greater weed competitiveness and strong adaptation 
to lighter soil types. On acidic soils, Buff and Litmus remain the 
benchmark varieties due to their proven acid-soil tolerance and 
reliable performance. Over time, these acid-tolerant varieties are 
likely to face increasing competition from Kirwan CL, which combines 
imidazolinone tolerance with adaptation to acidic soils and provides 
growers with greater herbicide flexibility. 
AGT-Bunyip IA and AGT-Reaper CL are expected to be adopted where 
they provide a clear agronomic or rotational advantage. Interest in 
AGT-Bunyip IA is likely to be strongest among growers seeking to 
diversify weed-control strategies through dual herbicide tolerance. 
AGT-Reaper CL may attract interest in higher-yielding environments 
(>3.5 t/ha, based on 2025 WA NVT data) where growers are seeking 
additional yield potential while retaining imidazolinone herbicide 
tolerance. As adoption increases, both varieties could contribute 
to greater rotational diversity and improved long-term weed 
management across the Kwinana Port Zone.  
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Albany Port Zone
Market opportunity – export grain or as malt via domestic maltsters.
Target varieties – Maximus CL and Neo CL.

Detail
The Albany Port Zone is regularly WA’s largest producing region and 
is strategically positioned to supply both export grain and domestic 
malting markets. While most barley delivered to the zone is exported 
directly as grain, a proportion is transported to Perth for processing 
by domestic maltsters before being exported as malt. This dual 
marketing pathway provides growers with access to both bulk 
commodity and value-added markets. 
Median barley ha (GIWA July estimates 2017–26) – 615,000 ha or 
39% of the state’s barley ha. 
In 2026, five varieties dominated production: Maximus CL, Neo CL, 
Laperouse, Combat, and Granite CL, which accounted for 89% of 
plantings. Maximus CL remained the leading variety, occupying just 
over half of the barley area and approximately two times the area 
of Neo CL. Maximus CL and Spartacus CL both declined in area. At 
the same time, Granite CL and Neo CL grew as growers increasingly 
sought alternatives offering improved adaptation, disease-
management flexibility, and reduced production risk. 
Imidazolinone-tolerant varieties, including Maximus CL, Neo 
CL, Granite CL, Commodus CL, and Spartacus CL, comprised 
approximately 84% of the total barley area, underlining the 
importance of Clearfield® production systems across the region. 
CoAXium® varieties Titan AX and PegasusAX accounted for around 
4% of plantings, while acid-tolerant varieties such as Buff and Litmus 
occupied only a small proportion of the total area. 
Looking ahead to 2027, Maximus CL is expected to remain the 
most widely grown variety. However, its market share will continue 
to decline as Neo CL and other varieties gain further momentum. 
Maximus CL and Neo CL are expected to remain the cornerstone 
varieties for both grain and malt market pathways, reflecting their 
broad adaptation, strong market acceptance and compatibility with 
existing segregation programs.  
Despite increasing varietal diversity, Albany is expected to remain 
strongly dominated by herbicide-tolerant production systems, with 
both Clearfield® and CoAXium® technologies continuing to underpin 
grass weed management across much of the port zone. Changes in 
pathogen virulence, particularly increasing pressure from scald, net 
form net blotch, spot form net blotch, and powdery mildew, are also 
expected to play an increasingly important role in variety selection 
and may accelerate the adoption of varieties with improved disease-
resistance packages. As a result, disease resistance, yield potential 
and herbicide tolerance will remain primary drivers of varietal choice. 

Granite CL is expected to continue expanding in selected 
environments due to its favourable agronomic package and 
suitability as an alternative Clearfield® feed barley option. AGT-
Reaper CL may attract interest in higher-yielding environments 
(>3.5 t/ha, based on 2025 WA NVT data) where growers are seeking 
additional yield potential while retaining imidazolinone herbicide 
tolerance.  
Several Albany subregions favour varieties tolerant of Aggressor® 
AX herbicide, creating opportunities for AGT-Bunyip IA, PegasusAX 
and Titan AX. Among these, AGT-Bunyip IA may be particularly 
attractive where growers wish to retain Clearfield® rotational options 
while introducing an additional herbicide-tolerance mechanism into 
the farming system. AGT-Bunyip IA is well positioned in rotations 
including Tomahawk CL Plus wheat, enabling greater herbicide and 
genetic diversity. 
Niche varieties will also play important roles in specific environments. 
RGT Atlantis is expected to be used where waterlogging risk is high, 
while Kirwan CL will likely be targeted towards acidic soils. Ember 
and Soldier CL will interest growers chasing tolerance to scald and 
powdery mildew.  

Non-coastal North area
Barley produced in the non-coastal regions of the Albany Port Zone 
is predominantly exported as grain. However, when supplies of 
malt-quality barley are limited in the Kwinana Port Zone, grain from 
the northern Albany region may be transported to Perth for malting 
before export. 
Maximus CL and Neo CL are expected to remain the dominant 
varieties. Other important varieties are likely to include AGT-Bunyip 
IA, AGT-Reaper CL, Beast, Bigfoot CL, Combat, Commodus CL, 
Cyclops, Granite CL, Laperouse, PegasusAX, Rosalind and Titan 
AX, reflecting the region’s diversity of rainfall zones, soil types and 
farming systems. 

Coastal South area
Barley production in the southern coastal region is almost entirely 
focused on export grain markets, with no significant domestic 
end-use. High rainfall and prolonged periods of leaf wetness 
create strong disease pressure, making disease resistance a major 
consideration in variety selection. 
Consequently, varietal choice in this region will be driven by a 
combination of disease resistance, fungicide performance, herbicide 
tolerance and yield potential. Varieties with improved resistance 
to net blotch, powdery mildew and other foliar diseases like scald 
are expected to be favoured under the region’s challenging high-
rainfall conditions. In areas prone to waterlogging, RGT Atlantis may 
provide a useful option, provided appropriate disease management 
strategies are implemented to minimise risks associated with its 
susceptibility to both net form and spot form net blotch. 

Port zone recommendations (cont’d)
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Esperance Port Zone
Market opportunity – export grain.
Target varieties – Maximus CL and Neo CL.

Detail
As there is no link to domestic malting infrastructure, grain delivered in 
the Esperance Port Zone is exported as grain. 
Median barley ha (GIWA July estimates 2017–26) – 315,000 ha or 19% 
of the state’s barley ha. 
In 2026, barley production was concentrated among five principal 
varieties: Maximus CL, Neo CL, Combat, Beast and Granite CL, 
which together accounted for 92% of the total barley area. Maximus 
CL remained the dominant variety, representing half of all barley 
hectares and occupying approximately three to four times the area of 
either Neo CL or Combat. Imidazolinone-tolerant varieties, including 
Maximus CL, Neo CL, and Granite CL, accounted for approximately 
74% of the barley area, highlighting the ongoing importance of 
Clearfield® production systems in the region. Adoption levels were 
higher than in Geraldton, but lower than in the Kwinana and Albany 
Port Zones. CoAXium® varieties and acid-tolerant varieties occupied 
only a small proportion of the total area. Granite CL and Neo CL 
plantings recorded the strongest gains in 2026, while Cyclops, 
Maximus CL, and Spartacus CL experienced the largest decline. 
Consistent with previous years, Esperance maintained the strongest 
focus on feed-barley production of all WA port zones, reflecting 
the region’s emphasis on varietal performance, farming system fit 
and export grain markets rather than dedicated malt segregation 
opportunities. Despite the emergence of new varieties and increasing 
disease pressure, imidazolinone-tolerant production systems are 
expected to remain the foundation of barley production in Esperance, 
supporting both weed management and crop-rotation flexibility. 

Looking ahead to 2027, Maximus CL and Neo CL are likely to 
remain the dominant varieties. Their popularity reflects strong yield 
performance, broad adaptation to local production environments, 
compatibility with imidazolinone herbicide systems and eligibility 
for MALT1 delivery where market opportunities exist. Established 
feed varieties such as Beast, Combat and Granite CL are expected 
to retain significant market share, while interest is growing in newer 
barley options including Ember and Soldier CL. The combination of 
strong yield potential and improved resistance to scald and powdery 
mildew is expected to make Ember and Soldier CL attractive options 
where disease pressure and seasonal variability are significant 
considerations. In contrast, the area planted to Minotaur and 
Spartacus CL is expected to continue declining. 
Although interest in alternative herbicide-tolerant systems is 
increasing, adoption of CoAXium® barley varieties has been slower in 
Esperance than in the Kwinana and Albany Port Zones. Nevertheless, 
AGT-Bunyip IA, which combines tolerance to both imidazolinone and 
Aggressor® AX herbicides, together with PegasusAX and Titan AX, 
may attract growers seeking improved management of brome grass 
and barley grass while diversifying herbicide selection pressure in 
non-imidazolinone rotations. The increasing adoption of Tomahawk CL 
Plus wheat is also expected to enhance opportunities for AGT-Bunyip 
IA by supporting rotations that maintain herbicide group diversity and 
reduce selection pressure for herbicide-resistant weeds. 
As growers continue to prioritise productivity and weed-management 
flexibility, AGT-Reaper CL may attract interest in higher-yielding 
environments (>3.5 t/ha, based on 2025 WA NVT data), where growers 
seek additional yield potential while retaining imidazolinone herbicide 
tolerance. Cyclops remains a viable alternative in non-Clearfield® 
systems, although production is declining. Consequently, future 
varietal decisions are expected to be driven by a combination of yield 
potential, disease resistance, herbicide tolerance, market access and 
whole-farm rotational benefits. 

Port zone recommendations (cont’d)
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